A MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR
September is here as is the start of the 2010-2011 school year at Fort Lauderdale Prep School
(FLP). We are beginning our 25th year of academic excellence.
The last weeks of August found us in final preparations for the school year: teachers spent
almost 2 weeks preparing classrooms and lessons, and participating in orientations
updating their technology skills, developing steps to improve test scores and working on
our new instructional programs. Gauging their excitement and commitment, we know
we are going to have a terrific school year.
At FLP, we have high expectations for behavior in our classrooms. We constantly emphasize
that students be responsible and respectful. Our goal is for all of our students to become
increasingly independent. Over time FLP students learn to become responsible for their
own behavior and learning. Chronic problems, or severe misbehavior is handled by our
Headmaster, Dr. Berkowitz, and parents will be called so that they are immediately aware
of problems interfering with any student’s ability to succeed and to learn.
Homework: Students have homework assigned every night. All FLP students were given
a homework planner in which assignments should be written down. We encourage parents
to ask to see it and check it daily. Parent involvement is crucial. All schools work best when
there is cooperation and communication. The more involved you are in your child's
learning, the greater success he or she will have. Open communication is one of the most
important keys to student success. Whenever you feel that you need to talk to teachers
or the administration please call or e-mail to arrange a meeting. Do not let any concern
go unheard. As part of the FLP school culture we always be available to you as often as
needed.
We are very excited to begin our new school term and hope all of our students have a
great year.
Please see that your child is well rested, eats a nutritious breakfast and arrives on time
each day. You can always reach me at (954) 485-7500.
Challenging our students to their highest potential is our goal - it is the only way to prepare
them for college and the world at large.
We look forward to an enriching year!
Anita Lonstein, Director
PS. We would like to thank all of the parents who came to our Parent Orientation.

1st SEMESTER

CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

Many exciting things are happening in our classrooms!

• Our Elementary Math & Reading groups have begun. We have
tested each student in grade K-6 and placed them in groups
based on their current performance level. We will do continuous
assessment and changes as needed.

• Ms. Torres’ Social Studies students are concentrating on Florida
history as they learn about our state and the many resources
and opportunities within it.

• Dr. Hampden, our new Social Studies teacher, has his
Government class students learning about the 14th amendment
as they research an immigration court case.

• Ms. Jill, our new Kindergarten teacher, is working on beginning
reading skills concepts.

• Ms. Scarlatelli’s Integrated Science class is learning about
sharks and talking about our phobias regarding these predators.

• Ms. Dyken’s resource class students are reviewing concepts they
will see in their classes the following day, learning study skills
and preparing for tests and quizzes. They can stay after school
for free homework assistance everyday from 2:30-3:30 pm.

• Ms. Wilds honor’s English class is reading Last of the Mohicans
by James Fenimore Cooper, a novel first published in January
1826. Her students are simultaneously watching an old version
of the movie as they discuss and relate what they see to what
they have read.

• Mr. Thompson’s computer lab is busy. Students are involved
in many virtual (on-line) courses as well as being introduced
to the new learning software BrainPop. It’s an exciting busy
room! The computer lab is open everyday from 2:30-3:30 pm
for student use after-school.

• The General English classes are reading short stories, analyzing
them for content and meaning and working on new vocabulary.

• Ms. Wright’s (formerly Ms. Miller – as she just got married)
Math classes are all hard at work. Her no nonsense style and
advanced instruction has created an exciting dynamic in her
all her classes. Her students have been hard at work learning,
testing and quizzing each day.

• Ms. Lathrop’s Art classes is working with geometric forms,
incorporating them into their drawings. Stop in to see the
“Artist of the Week.”
• Ms. Webb and Mr. Francis, our new PE coaches, are both busily
working with our students on the skills necessary to successfully
pass the Presidential Fitness Test. This test focuses on strength,
agility and conditioning.
• Ms. Bradley’s Social Studies class is learning about map skills
as they trace the route that Christopher Columbus took to reach
America in 1492.

SKILLS FOR SUCCESS
SCHOOL
• Arrive on time.
• Record all assignments in your planner.
• Start assignments well before their deadline.
• Use study halls and homework club to work on assignments.
• Ask for help with difficult assignments.
• Avoid missing school unless you are sick so you don’t fall behind.
HOME
• Reserve a place and time to do homework each day.
• Schedule one hour blocks of time. Work or study for 50 minutes
and break for 10.
• Do the hardest work first; the rest will be easier.
• Start to work right away and avoid distractions.
ANYWHERE
• Use time efficiently so everything will get done.
• Take advantage of situations to review your notes or read.
- Riding home on the bus.
- At the end of a class, organize your papers.
- Any idle time, like waiting for an appointment.

• Ms Knight’s children are hard at work learning about sets and
subset as they explore the concept of grouping and classifying.
FYI
More than 98% of our students are dressed properly each day,
working hard in their classes, doing their homework and arriving
on time. Thanks, parents!

MAKING SCHOOL A PRIORITY
Hurricane Season Disaster Supply
It is hard to keep students focused on learning. What can you do to make school
a top priority for your kids? Keep these simple ideas in mind, they’re useful at any
time of the year.
Make attendance job #1. Let your youngsters know that unless they’re sick, they
must always go to school. Try to schedule routine dentist and doctor appointments
after school hours. Take family vacations during school breaks. Tip: Give awards
for perfect attendance each month or a coupon good for a night of bowling or a
movie.
Show you care. Want your children to know that
you’re interested in their learning? Talk about
their school activities and projects. Take an
active interest in their homework. If homework
and after school activities conflict, speak up:
“I know that you have baseball practice this
evening, but homework comes first. After you
finish I’ll take you to practice.”
Keep it upbeat. Set a example, even when your own day has been difficult. Instead
of saying “I had a hard day at work. I’ll never get my project done,” try saying,
“Work was hard today, but I made some progress on my project.” If you show a
positive attitude about your work, your youngsters may feel better about their own.
Expect respect. As children mature, they frequently begin to assert themselves.
When expressing their opinions they may speak disrespectfully. When your child
is rude, let them know immediately that it is unacceptable. Try to be calm but
firm. If necessary, end the conversation until they are ready to speak nicely. Then
explain what will happen the next time they are rude (lose phone or computer
privileges or grounding). If they do it again, make sure to follow through on the
consequences. Remember, children learn by example. Show them the right way.

SHORT STOPS
Want your child to get the best education?
Talk to his or her teachers. Research suggest that the stronger your relationship
with the school and the teachers the more they will learn. FLP agrees. We do
best when there is a strong partnership between the home and school. Regular
communication between the home and school demonstrates to students that
you and the school are on the same team.
Managing moodiness
Kids can be grumpy, try not to take it personally. Kids can often be very
moody. Try giving them some space and respecting their privacy. They may
not thank you, but they will appreciate it!
Catch them being good
Kids would rather be praised for good behaviors than punished for bad ones.
Consider thes positive approaches to better behavior.
The moment counts
Congratulate your child as soon as see them being responsible. Noticing good
deeds while the moment is fresh encourages more of the same.
Specifics matter
Let your child know the ‘why’ behind your approval. They may remember the
reasons the next time they have that decision to make.
Styles matter
Make sure you understand how your child likes to be complemented. Know
what you child responds to best.

CHECKLIST
Water – at least 1 gallon per person
for 3-7 days
Food at least enough for 3-7 days
Non perishable package or canned
food/juices
Food for infants or the elderly
Snack foods
Non-electric can opener
Cooling tools/fuel
Paper plates/plastic utensils
Blankets/pillows
Clothing seasonal/rain gear/sturdy
shoes
First Aid kit/medicines/prescription
drugs
Special items for babi4es or elderly
Toiletries/hygiene items/moisture wipes
Flashlight & batteries
Radio – battery operated and NOAA
weather radio
Telephones – fully charged cell
phone, extra battery and a traditional
(not cordless) telephone set
Cash (with some small bills) and
credit card (banks and ATMS may
not be available)
Keys
Toys, books & games
Important documents – in a water
proof container or watertight
resealable plastic bag – insurance,
medical records, bank account
numbers, Social Security cards, etc.
Tools
Vehicle fuel tank filled
Pet care items (if needed):
Proper identification, immunization
records, medications
Ample supply of food and water
Carrier or cage; muzzle and leash
Remove all items from the exterior of
your house or unit that could become
windborne projectiles.

2010

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

SCHOOL CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
Friday, September 17
SCHOOL CLOSED, Holiday
Wednesday, September 22
Open House for Parents, 6:30-8:30 pm

HOMEWORK
FLP offers FREE HOMEWORK assistance everyday from 2:30-3:30 pm.
UNIFORMS
Uniform pants must fit snuggly on the waist and a belt must be
worn at all times.

OCTOBER
Monday, October 11
SCHOOL CLOSED, Columbus Day
Wednesday, October 20
School Photos
Thursday, October 29
End of 1st Marking Period

HAIRCUTS
No extreme haircuts or hair coloring allowed. No Mohawks or any
writing or designs in hair.

NOVEMBER 2010
November 1
SCHOOL CLOSED, Teacher Work Day
Thursday, November 11
SCHOOL CLOSED, Veteran’s Day
Thursday, November 25 – Friday, November 26
SCHOOL CLOSED (2 Days), Thanksgiving Day
DECEMBER
Friday, December 17
SCHOOL CLOSED, Teacher Work Day
Monday, December 20 – Friday, December 31
SCHOOL CLOSED (10 Days), Winter Vacation

PICK UP & DROP OFF
We would like to remind all parents to follow FLP procedure when
dropping off or picking up students. The road around the school
is a one way road. Please do not drive against the traffic flow.
The road allows for people to make a complete circle without
using Oakland Park Boulevard and if you want, you can exit using
32nd Street. All students should be dropped off at the North Door
(by the picnic tables, 7:30-8:29 am) and picked up by the East
Door (2:30-2:45 pm and 3:30-3:35 pm). If students are dropped
off or picked up any other times - they must be signed in/out through
the West Door (school office). Thank you for your cooperation!

WORDS OF WISDOM

STUDENT PARENT HANDBOOK
All students in Pre-K thru 12th Grades have received
their 2010-2011 FLP Handbook and attended an
assembly to disuss these rules and regs with our
Headmaster, Dr. Berkowitz. All students and parents
signed an agreement to comply with all school rules
and requirements upon enrollment. The beginning
of the school year is a good time to review and
discuss what your expectations and rules are at
home. If you have any questions or need an
additional copy, please contact the school office.

Careful the things you say,
Children will listen.
Careful the things you do,
Children will see and learn.
Children may not obey,
But children will listen.
Children will look to you,
For which way to turn,
To learn what to be.
Careful before you say,
"Listen to me."
Children will listen.

EMERGENCY!
Please note that in any type of emergency
situation like a hurricane, FLP will follow
the decisions of the Broward County
Public School Board in regards to school
closings. Private Schools do not always
have access to the media and we do not
want anyone misinformed. Please follow
the rule...in an emergency, if Broward
County Public Schools are closed then
FLP is closed also.
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