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SCHOOL CALENDAR
MAY 2019
Thurs., May 16 - Tues., May 21
Senior Final Exam Reviews
Tues., May 21 - Tues., May 28
Elementary & Transitions Final Exam
Reviews
Wed., May 22 - Fri., May 24
Senior Final Exams
Wed., May 24
Seniors’ Last Day of School
Monday, May 27
Memorial Day - School Closed
Wed., May 29 - Fri., May 31
Elementary & Transitions Final Exams
Grs. 7-11 Final Exam Reviews
JUNE 2019
Mon., June 3 - Tues., June 4
Grs. 7-11 Final Exams Reviews
Tuesday, June 4
Transitions Last Day of School
Wednesday, June 5
All Grades - Early Dismissal - 2 pm
Grs. 7-11 - Final Exams
Thurs., June 6 - Fri., June 7
All Grades - Early Dismissal - 12 pm
Grs. 7-11 - Final Exams
Friday, June 7
Grs. K-11 - Last Day of School
Tuesday, June 11
PreSchool & Kindergarten Graduation
Wednesday, June 12
Grades 6 & 8 & 12 Graduation
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Senior Trip by Tamar Davis
This year our juniors and seniors took a
trip to Universal Orlando. Excitement was
overflowing. The students stayed at the
Cabana Bay Resort in Orlando, where
there was plenty to do, such as going to
the arcade, the pool, and the movies. The
beautiful architecture of the hotel wasn’t
even the main course.
Before the park, City Walk was the first destination on the trip. The students went
the Hard Rock Cafe, where a multitude of good food and beverages were served.
After the café, they went to the Chocolate Factory, where they got milkshakes that
were actually too big to finish.
The next day, Universal Studios brought even more joy. Rides like Revenge of the
Mummy, Transformers, Race Through New York, and Red Rocket were some of
the students’ favorites. The aroma of food, fun and ecstatic graduates caressed the
park like a blanket, and the screams from the fear-inspiring rides created a
wonderful sound track for the day. Even though there were many students at the
park, we stayed together, laughed and had fun. It was an experience the students
will never forget.

Reflections: FLPS Poetry by Isaiah King
April is National Poetry Month. To celebrate at Fort Lauderdale Prep, each year we
create a student poetry magazine called ‘Reflections’. All types of student poetry
are featured, from short rhymes to longer prose. The purpose of this magazine is
to highlight good writing skills as well as creativity.
Words are important in everyday life. We use them to write essays detailing facts
and figures, as well as to write thoughtful letters to family and friends. Poetry,
however, allows us to be creative with words. Poems can detail a person’s
experiences and ideas in a few short stanzas.
The magazine will be available to FLPS students and teachers, as well as parents.
To all FLPS poets, looking forward to reading your work.
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Honor Society by Stephie Charleriste
Of all the recognizable achievements at FLPS, National Honor Society,
which includes National Junior Honor Society and National Elementary
Honor Society, is one of the most prestigious. It is worth noting the
Elementary Honor Society was added 24 years ago as Mrs. Lonstein
wanted to recognize our younger students for their achievements as well.
These societies serve as an incentive for students to strive academically.
This year’s ceremony took place on March 29th. The National Honor
Society has specific requirements: an academic minimum of 3.1 GPA,
character, leadership, and service. This is a prestigious honor and part of
many schools across the country. Moreover, every faculty member in the
school votes on whether a student should be inducted into the society. In
order to stay a member, the criteria mentioned above must be maintained
each year..
The members of the National Elementary Honor Society
(Grades 4-6) are: Nyla Caesar, Job Celicourt, Chloe
Clemons, Kylah Curah, Deazah Fernandez, Abigail
Joseph, Sajae Lattimore and Joziah Tolbert.
The members of the National Honor Society (10-12) are:
Stephie Charleriste, Keone Dixon, Trien Hoang, Isaiah
King, Brandon Small, and Jaylan Roscoe.
These students performed diligently and remained
fastidious in their work. They showed their concern and
compassion for making the school a better place and
deserve our congratulations.

Ms. Carla Miller by Tamar Davis
At FLP, there are a multitude of teachers who all go above and beyond for the
students. Our technology teacher, Mrs. Miller, definitely fits that description. Since
2016, Mrs. Miller has done many amazing things for our school. Along with Mr.
Chris, she maintains computer equipment and ensures they function. She keeps
the technology and her room clean to avoid mishaps on and off-line. Along with her
main duties, she also helps with morning arrival duty and is on patrol in the hallway
after second period to make sure students get to their classrooms on time. She
loves all her students equally and interacts creatively with them through her lesson
plans. When not teaching, she loves traveling, reading, watching movies and
playing piano. Her passion for piano is what probably jump-started her idea for this
year’s new piano club, which the kids love. She is a wonderful part of our school
and it wouldn’t be the same without her.
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Stanford Testing by Brandon Small
From Monday, April 1st to Thursday, April 4th, all Fort Lauderdale Prep School students in grades K-11 took the
Stanford Achievement Test. These tests are given in order to gauge each student’s grade level of academic skill.
The Stanford Achievement Test covers a variety of subjects including reading vocabulary, reading
comprehension, mathematics, language, spelling, science, and social science. The level of difficulty for each
question is determined by grade level. Each question is multiple choice, giving the test taker four options for the
correct answer. Students are advised to use the process of elimination to find the best answer. If the subject is
Mathematics, they are allowed the assistance of both a calculator and a ruler. The test also provides clear, easy
to understand directions and sample questions to help the student understand what is being asked of them. Each
test is given an allotted time period based on its difficulty and length. For example, the mathematics test is longer
than the spelling test by 30 minutes because it is more difficult. We hope our FLPS students do well on this test
and all other tests they will take in the future.

Science Fair by Kyandrew Fox
Every 5th marking period at FLPS students participate in a school
wide Science Fair. This is a perfect way for them to put their
scientific minds to the test. It is also a good way to use what they
learned in Mrs. Dykens’ science class. A project packet is handed
out which includes a variety of topics to choose from, as well as a
grading rubric and due dates for different aspects of the project.
The experiments are done at home and reviewed in class.
Students must type their abstract, hypothesis, variables, materials,
procedures, conclusion, and acknowledgements. The experiment
and all documentation are then attached to a board, which is
supplied by the school. The board and packet is turned in for a
grade that counts as 20% of their 5th MP grade. The Science Fair
boards are then judged by a group of FLP teachers and a 1st, 2nd
& 3rd place award is determined. In the past some other worthy
Science Fair projects were given an ‘Honorable Mention’ award.
Trien Hoang, a 10th grader, created fog for his experiment. “I
learned to be more resourceful. Creating the conditions for the
experiment was time intensive, but the result was worth it.”
Eleventh grader Brandon Small recalls doing his science
experiment last year. “I did a project in 10th grade concerning
vegetable dyes. It was pretty simple, but it was time consuming”
This is a wonderful way for a student to put their imagination to the
test. It helps build a scientific mindset and help students think from
scientist’s perspective.
1st place was awarded to Deshawn Adams, while Trien Hoang got
2nd place and Maiya Davis 3rd.
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African American Museum Field Trip by Isaiah King
In March, Mr. Peddell’s class of third and fourth graders
were given the amazing opportunity to visit one of Fort
Lauderdale's historical black museums. The AfricanAmerican Research Library and Cultural Center is
located on Sistrunk Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale
Established in 2002, this museum has proven to be an
important part of Fort Lauderdale’s rich culture. The
museum displays numerous exhibits which tell the story
of the African, Caribbean and African-American
cultures.
The museum is on two floors. On the first floor, visitors
find the gift shop, where Afro-centric souvenirs can be
purchased. There are also several exhibits displaying
many national and international collections contained
within showcases. There is a large conference area,
which visitors can book for private events. The
museum’s second floor consists of its library, where
materials can be checked out. There are also youth
services information available, such as volunteer
opportunities for teens and children. Computers are
available for training and other public use.
The museum operates on a set schedule. On Mondays and Wednesdays, it is open to the public from 12:00 to
8:00 PM. On Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, their hours are 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.
This field trip was a great experience. Students were able to explore many types of artworks, manuscripts,
documents, as well as artifacts dating back several centuries. Learning about one other’s heritage helps us to
grow as a community. I am sure these students enjoyed their trip and will probably visit again in the future.
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Summer Plans by Kevin Halpern
There is a time where a kid can feel free of obligations and some responsibilities. This time period is known as
summer. It stretches from the beginning of June to mid August. Many people see summer the way they want to.
Most make plans, and others use it to their advantages. They might try to get ahead of the game by reading more
and practicing math. Summer is what you make of it. I think the general accepted image of summer is clear blue
skies, smooth sandy beaches, and a tropical breeze representing the spirit of freedom.
Some students and faculty at FLPS have already made plans for their journey into this fun period of time. Tracy
Tovar is going to the Bahamas and will be baptized. Myles Nelson (a potential future veteran) is going to Chicago
for boot camp. Keyshon Fisher will head to Supercon in July as Obito Uchiha. He’ll also visit Philadelphia in the
meantime. Lynai plans to sleep, go on a date or two, and will head up to Universal in Orlando. Cosby Saintil will
travel with a basketball team as they try to win tournaments. They’ll travel to places such as Los Angeles and
Atlanta. Mrs. Dykens will work at FLPS. She’ll test new students, help the administration, and do whatever the
school needs. She is an example of a hard working, dedicated person. She plans to see her grandson, Barry,
play for his basketball team in South Carolina as well. Summer can be anything you want it to be. It may depend
on your circumstances and actions. I don’t believe anyone wants summer to end.

Senior Graduation by Kyandrew Fox
What is graduation? Is it the start of the beginning of a new life for student? There are multiple answers to this
question. For FLPS students, graduation means they are to be recognized for their hard work and
accomplishments. Graduation is not only a time for students to be recognized, it is also lets them know that they
are now moving on and their efforts should be directed towards making the world a better place, using the skills
and knowledge they have learned in high school. This year the senior class is beyond happy and ready, to get
started on the next part of their journey to adulthood. They are a wonderful group of individuals, most of whom I
consider family. They make this school a better place and we are all very proud to call them our friends and
family. As they move forward onto the next phase of their lives, we wish them all well and hope they help to bring
peace into our world as they become part of the solution to whatever problems we all face ahead. I know that
they are all proud to be graduating from such an amazing school.

Butterfly World by Jaylan Roscoe
Mr. Young’s class of grades 1 and 2 students recently had the opportunity to
visit Butterfly World on a class field trip. There, students had the opportunity
to learn about, see and actually touch butterflies. They learned some of the
ways that butterflies are similar to humans. They were taken around the
facility by a tour guide who educated them and showed them an area full of
living butterflies, some of which landed on the students. They learned about
the harmful effects of certain butterflies and were introduced to new butterfly
species, the Blue Wave and the Indian Leaf. Mr. Young’s class was able to
see and learn about the life cycle of butterflies and the many changes
occurring both within their environment and in the species. At the end of their
tour, they all had a fun picnic lunch together, and all the students were given
a free pass to return on another day.
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Passover by Kevin Halpern
April brings about several holidays that everyone can enjoy. Some of the holidays include Passover, Easter and
others. One in particular has a rich Jewish history behind it. This is the holiday known as Passover. This year it
starts on the evening of April 19th and ends on the evening of April 27th. Passover's origins trace back to ancient
Egypt. The story is told that the pharaoh feared that the Jews would outnumber his people, so, he placed them in
slavery and killed the sons of Jewish people by drowning them into the Nile – but one child was saved by the
pharaoh’s daughter. His name was Moses.
When Moses grew up, God (through a burning bush) told him to save the Jewish people. With God's help, Moses
placed ten plagues upon Egypt. The last one resulted in the pharaoh’s son dying. The Jewish people had
protected themselves from the last plaque. The pharaoh was so distraught he let them go, but then changed his
mind. During their exodus, God parts the Red Sea, allowing the Jewish people to escape. They would walk for
forty years in the desert until they found Israel. All the bread they had on the journey was unleavened as they had
to leave in a rush. It was call Matzah.
Today most Jewish people, and others who are interested, celebrate this holiday by having a Seder. It starts out
with a service that involves remembering the suffering and history of Passover. Then, feasts of foods are brought
to the table for a dinner. One of the most important items of the dinner is the Seder plate. It includes bitter herbs
to remember the bitter times, charoset to remember the hard work of slavery, and other symbolic foods. This is a
holiday for everyone (who is interested) can participate and have fun celebrating.

The End of the School Year by Marc Etienne
With the school year coming to an end, I walked around the school asking people how they have been enjoying
their school year so far.
Antwon Striggles: I asked Antwon what he plans on doing after he graduates and he said, “I'm going to take the
test to join the Air Force. That's my dream, to serve my country and make my family proud.”
Tracsein Destel: I asked him how he's enjoying his school year and he said, "Um...it's fine and dandy, so far so
good.”
Mr. Davis: I asked him how he likes teaching at FLPS and he said, “I love teaching at FLPS. Best teaching job I
ever had. I go home every day without a headache. Would not like to go back to public school.”
Brandon Small: “My school year is going great. I feel very fulfilled in all of my classes.”
Tamar Davis: “My first year at FLPS is great and I have learned to work better with kids through community
service.”
Mr. Molloy: "This is the end of my fourth year at FLPS and I have learned the FLPS way. I enjoy teaching my
math students and love seeing my them learn and grow."
Malachi: “It's my first year at FLPS and it is going great for me. This actually is a pretty good school.”
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Building of Law by Trien Hoang
For every student that exists, there lies a future ahead and a path toward their development. They are
destined to manifest themselves as adults once responsibilities start clinging to their backs. They must learn
to make decisions and take action, and on occasion, those may involve significant legal matters. Therefore,
to better understand our legal system, on March 27th of this year many of Mr. Davis' social science classes,
took a trip to a state courthouse.
Their destination wasn’t just any courthouse, but one specifically for juvenile court cases. On the bus ride
there the atmosphere was stern and solemn, which contradicted abstractly with the bright rays of sunshine.
As the students approached the courtroom, most were transported to a new world. On their left were rows of
seats, on their right was a box filled with teenagers charged with various degrees of misdemeanors. At the
far end of the room sat the judge and a court reporter. Near him were both a prosecutor and a public
defender.
Upon the students’ arrival, the judge was halfway through questioning a boy charged for robbery and
intrusion of privacy. They sat in silence as the two exchanged words. The boy was then handed to a court
bailiff and escorted out after the judge said that he would see him at another time. The next four defendants
the students observed had similar ending. Two boys and two girls were called-chronologically. One boy
robbed a car, another had stole a scooter, one girl had possessed cocaine and the other seriously injured a
person.
At the end, the judge ordered
everyone but the students to leave
the room for a moment, for a Q & A.
with the judge. He answered
everyone’s questions about the
function of a juvenile court and
helped all of us understand the
juvenile judicial process,
admonishing all to not ever come
before him. A group picture was
taken with the judge in the courtroom
and the students returned to school.
It was a tense and serious yet, oddly
tranquil experience. Those who went
enjoyed it and are more
knowledgeable about legal issues.
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Mrs. Michelle Dykens by Marc Etienne
Mrs. Dykens has been working at FLPS for more than 20 years. She had been working at Paladin Academy
before joining the instructional staff at FLPS, as both a teacher and ESE Coordinator. She met Mrs. Lonstein
while working at her old school, and they started talking. Sometime thereafter Mrs. L offered her a job at FLPS,
and she accepted.
She remembers fondly that right from the start, she enjoyed
her new FLPS students and the new group of dedicated
educators. She has continued working at FLPS because she
believes in the program and enjoys teaching and being part
of this family owned and operated small private school. She
says, “the kids and parents are very nice.” She also says, “I
may start to think about retiring in the next 3 or 4 years, but
haven’t made any decisions yet.”
The message she would like to share to all students and
parents is, “students need to be realistic, follow their dreams,
and work hard, and when their parents work with us closely
and support the teachers as most do, we are most
successful."

Spring Social

Cinco de Mayo

By Stephie Charleriste

by Dasheny Monestime

The night of glimmer and glitz is approaching.
That's right! This one and only special event is
none other than Fort Lauderdale Prep School's
annual Spring Social. Fret not, for there is still time
to spare in order to prepare. The hair, the dresses,
the suits, the shoes. It will be a night to remember.
The event will be held on May 3rd. That date falls
on a Friday evening. Students through grades 7
and 12 may attend the event. Seniors do not have
to pay. Students in grades 7 through 11 have to
pay a fee of $25. You may even have guests to
accompany you to this glamorous ball. They too
have to pay to attend. All guests must also be
approved by FLP. If you are going to attend, plan
on looking sharp, as you must be in formal attire to
attend.. The dance will start at 7 and end at 11 pm.
Dinner and dessert will be served. This dance is
one of the highlights of the school year.
Opportunities like this don't present themselves
often, so take the time to participate in the event
and get ready to dance the night away!

Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of May, is a holiday
that celebrates the date of the Mexican Army’s
1862 victory over France at the Battle of Puebla
during the Franco-Mexican War. In areas of large
Mexican-American populations, Cinco de Mayo
has evolved into commemoration of culture and
heritage. In 1861, a time where Mexico was in
financial ruins after years of internal strife, there
was a new president, Benito Juarez, a lawyer and
a member of the indigenous Zapotec tribe who
was forced by default to deal with the debt
payments to the European government. In
response, France, Britain and Spain sent naval
forces to Veracruz, Mexico, demanding
repayment. Britain and Spain negotiated with
Mexico and withdrew their forces. France,
however, ruled by Napoleon the Third, decided to
use the opportunity to carve an empire out of
Mexican territory. Late in 1861, a well-armed
French fleet stormed Veracruz, landing a large
force of troops and driving President Juárez and
his government into retreat.
PAGE 8

