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House of Representatives

Hon. Ron Klein

In the House of Representatives

Madam Speaker: I rise today to recognize a special group of young people in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL who are raising awareness about the important and urgent issue of human
trafficking.

As you may know, human trafficking and forced labor is one of the most prolific areas of
international criminal activity and is of significant concern to the United States and the
international community. The overwhelming majority of those trafficked are women and
children.

According to the most recent Department of State estimates, between 600,000 and
800,000 people are trafficked across borders each year. If trafficking within countries and
forced labor are included in the total world figures, estimates rise to 4 to 27 million
people.

Human trafficking is now considered a leading source of profits for organized crime
generating billions of dollars. Trafficking in persons affects virtually every country in the
world. Traffickers exploit poverty, war, natural or man-made disasters, and ignorance.

The students at the Ft. Lauderdale Prep School are raising money to combat global
human trafficking and they have created a large mural to commemorate the 200"
Anniversary of the Abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Sale, which occurred on Friday,
March 25", I commend these students on their efforts to raise awareness on this issue.
The passion and motivation of these students are worthy of emulation.



RON KLEIN PLEASE RESPOND TO:

22nD DisTRICT, FLORIDA
o [ WASHINGTON

COMMITTEES: 313 Cannon House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHinGgToN, DC 20515

FINANGIAL SERVICES @ongress of the Lnited States oz o

[0 BROWARD COUNTY

CaPITAL MARKETS, INSURANCE, AND

GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED ENTERPRISES Houge of Representatives Sone 300 BouLEvARD
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND Fr. L;muzuzen:%,;l.ge, FL 33301
- 954) b.
CONSUMER CREDIT maﬁhtngtnn, m EHE 1 5 (
OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS a PALM BEACH COUNTY
625 NoRTH FLAGLER DRIVE
SuiTe 402
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WesT PaLm BeacH, FL 33401
MiDDLE EAST AND SOUTH Asia, VICE CHAIR (561) 651-7594

TERRORISM, NONPROLIFERATION, AND TRADE

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

H.RES.158

Observing the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the British slave trade and
encouraging the people of the United States, particularly the youth of the United States,
to remember the life and legacy of William Wilberforce, a member of the British House
of Commons who devoted his life to the suppression and abolition of the institution of
slavery, and to work for the protection of human rights throughout the world.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
February 13, 2007

Mr. PITTS (for himself, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. WOLF,
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. POE, Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
MUSGRAVE, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. PENCE, Mr.
MANZULLO, Mr. FORBES, Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr.
WELDON of Florida, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. ROGERS of Michigan, and Mr. SESSIONS)
submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Observing the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the British slave trade and encouraging the people of
the United States, particularly the youth of the United States, to remember the life and legacy of William
Wilberforce, a member of the British House of Commons who devoted his life to the suppression and
abolition of the institution of slavery, and to work for the protection of human rights throughout the world.

Whereas in 1780, William Wilberforce was elected at the age of 21 years to the British House of
Commons;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce and his friends were active in at least 69 different projects focusing on issues
such as prison reform, education, child labor conditions, animal cruelty, and the reformation of the culture;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce was mentored and counseled by former slave trader and author of the hymn
*Amazing Grace', John Newton, on the horrors of the slave trade;

Whereas at the time, 11 million human beings had been captured and taken from Africa to the Western
hemisphere and forced into slavery and bondage;

Whereas at the time, the British Empire controlled the largest portion of the slave trade;
Whereas Mr. Wilberforce devoted his life to the suppression and abolition of the institution of slavery;

Whereas a dedicated group of like-minded reformers, the Clapham group, assisted, supported, and
encouraged Mr. Wilberforce in his fight against the slave trade;
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Whereas Mr. Wilberforce fought for 20 years in the House of Commons to pass legislation banning the
slave trade;

Whereas on February 23, 1807, Britain passed a bill banning the slave trade;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce helped inspire and encourage those who fought against slavery in the United
States, including political leaders like John Quincy Adams, spreading a message of hope and freedom
throughout America and the promise of the future;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce labored 46 years to abolish the institution of slavery in the British Empire,
ceaselessly defending those without a voice within society;

Whereas in 1833, Mr. Wilberforce was informed on his death bed that the House of Commons had voted to
abolish slavery;

Whereas in 2006, the United States Department of State estimated that between 600,000 and 800,000 men,
women, and children were trafficked across international borders;

Whereas the International Labour Organization estimates that there are more than 12 million people in
forced labor, bonded labor, forced child labor, and sexual servitude around the world; and

Whereas the people of the United States, particularly the youth of the United States, are called upon to form
clubs and groups dedicated to working against the modern slave trade, human trafficking, and the
degradation of human dignity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives--
(1) observes the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the British slave trade;
(2) commends to the people of the United States the example of William Wilberforce and
his commitment to each and every person's human dignity, value, and freedom;
(3) encourages the people of the United States, particularly the youth of the United States,
to--
(A) observe the anniversary of the abolition of the British slave trade;
(B) reflect on Mr. Wilberforce's selfless dedication to the fight against slavery
and his commitment to the neediest in society;
(C) commit themselves to recognize the value of every person; and
(D) form high school clubs and groups working against modern day slavery and
the trafficking of persons; and
(4) condemns to the highest degree all forms of human trafficking and slavery which are
an assault on human dignity and of which Mr. Wilberforce would steadfastly resist.



